330              THE PROCESS OF DISINTEGRATION
Forerunner (profattis prae A.D. 1870) and Wovoka the Messiah
(profatus circa A.D. 1886). The Delaware and Shawnee prophets
arose in what has since become the State of Ohio;1 Kanakuk in
what has since become the State of Minnesota; Smohalla in the
Rocky Mountains, near the border between the United States
and Canada; Tavibo and Wovoka in the more southerly western
highland region of Nevada. It will be seen that the locus of the
birthplace of the prophet of the day moved westward with the
movement of the frontier itself. In each generation the would-be
saviours of the primitive Red Indian society in North America
made their epiphany in the neighbourhood pf the line along which
the White Man's pressure was being exerted at the time. They
addressed themselves successively to the communities which
at successive moments were in imminent danger of being sub-
jugated or evicted or exterminated; and among these exposed and
threatened communities the influence of each of the prophets in
turn spread far and wide, partly as the result of long missionary
journeys undertaken by the prophets themselves, and partly
through the flocking of pilgrims to the prophets* own head-
quarters.
It is the more remarkable to find that the principal message of
almost all these prophets was one of peace. And while they
preached the establishment of this peace in the first instance be-
tween the Indian peoples themselves, as a necessary preliminary to
to an union sacr&e against the White intruders, they did not make
their call upon their Indian hearers to cease fighting one another
in order to direct their followers* arms against a common alien
enemy. While they proclaimed that the Indians were a chosen
people who were destined to a life of bliss in an earthly paradise in
which the living would be rejoined by the souls of their ancestors,
this Red Indian Messianic Kingdom was not to be conquered with
tomahawks, and still less with bullets. It was to come through an
act of God; and God would perform His act when His chosen
people had done what was pleasing in His sight. The Indians'
part was the spiritual task of watching and praying and the ritual
duty of discarding all the innovations that they had accepted from
the White Man. The prophets taught that it was the adoption of
these alien tools and techniques that had drawn down God's
displeasure upon His people, and that an abandonment of these
unclean things was the sovereign means of recapturing God's
1 The territory now occupied by this state member of the North American Union
was not the ancestral domain of the Delaware and Shawnee tribes into which these three
prophets were born. It was merely the temporary camping-ground of broken fragments
of tribes -which had long since been evicted from their original homes. Before it gave
birth to a prophet, each of these tribes had been *on the run* before the face of the White
aggressor for at least a hundred years.